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Azzour North One Independent Water & Power Project  

in Kuwait starts full commercial operation 
 

ENGIE announces that Azzour North One Independent Water & Power Project (IWPP) has started full 

commercial operations. The USD 1.7 billion facility is Kuwait's first independent power and water 

facility. It has the capacity to generate 10% of Kuwait’s power requirements as peak capacity with 

1,539 MW, and 20% of the country’s water generation with 107 million gallons (around  

405,000 m3) per day (MIGD). The combined facility of power and water generation represents 

Kuwait’s most efficient source of electricity. 

 

Azzour North One IWPP is owned and operated by Shamal Azzour Al-Oula KSC that is 40% owned 

by a private consortium comprising ENGIE, Sumitomo Corporation and A.H. Al Sagar & Brothers. The 

remaining 60% is owned by the Government of Kuwait. The Government of Kuwait is mandated to 

sell 50% of its ownership to Kuwaiti citizens, through an Initial Public Offering (IPO). The government 

will retain 10% stake following the IPO. 

 

Isabelle Kocher, ENGIE CEO, said: “We are delighted and proud to announce the formal 

commencement of operations at the Azzour North One power and water plant in Kuwait. This project 

illustrates the know-how and expertise of our teams to develop such large projects, in a region where 

we are the leading independent power and desalination water developer and producer. ENGIE owes 

also this success to the close alignment and cooperation of its project partners, contractors and 

suppliers.” 

 

Press Release 
12, December 2016 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

ENGIE CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS                                                                                                                              

Tour T1 – 1 place Samuel de Champlain – Faubourg de l’Arche - 92930 Paris La Défense cedex – France                                                                  engie.com 

Tel + 33(0)1 44 22 00 00 

ENGIE SA WITH CAPITAL OF €2,435,285,011 – RCS NANTERRE 542 107 651 

 

 

 

The power and treated water produced from the plant will be entirely supplied to the country’s national 

power and water grid, operated by the Kuwait Ministry of Electricity and Water under a 40-year long-

term Energy Conversion and Water Purchase Agreement. ENGIE and Sumitomo will undertake the 

operation and maintenance of the plant on an equal share basis. 

 

Azzour North One IWPP is the first stage of the Kuwait’s plan to significantly increase capacity over 

the coming years, and falls within a larger effort to meet an anticipated peak demand of  

25,000 megawatts by 2025. It is part of an overall IWPP located in the Azzour area, which is planned 

to be developed over five phases, for a total capacity of 4,800 MW of electricity and approximately  

280 MIGD (around 1.1 million m3 per day) of desalinated water. Electricity and water are to be 

tendered over a period of four to six years to meet a projected rapid increase in electricity demand (+ 

7.6% per annum until 2020) against the backdrop of fast economic growth. 

 

ENGIE is the leading independent power and desalination water developer and producer in the Gulf 

Cooperation Council countries, with a total gross portfolio of 30,000 MW of power and over  

1,200 million gallons (around 4.5 million m3) per day of desalination water production in operation.   

 
About ENGIE 

ENGIE develops its businesses (power, natural gas, energy services) around a model based on responsible 

growth to take on the major challenges of energy’s transition to a low-carbon economy: access to sustainable 

energy, climate-change mitigation and adaptation and the rational use of resources. The Group provides 

individuals, cities and businesses with highly efficient and innovative solutions largely based on its expertise in 

four key sectors: renewable energy, energy efficiency, liquefied natural gas and digital technology. ENGIE 

employs 154,950 people worldwide and achieved revenues of €69.9 billion in 2015. The Group is listed on the 

Paris and Brussels stock exchanges (ENGI) and is represented in the main international indices: CAC 40, BEL 

20, DJ Euro Stoxx 50, Euronext 100, FTSE Eurotop 100, MSCI Europe, DJSI World, DJSI Europe and Euronext 

Vigeo (World 120, Eurozone 120, Europe 120 and France 20). 
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mailto:engiepress@engie.com
https://twitter.com/ENGIEgroup
mailto:ir@engie.com

